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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Wenham Select Board  
Meeting of November 3, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, MGL Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Select Board (SB) was held on Wednesday November 3, 2021 at 6:30 pm. The Governor 
extended the suspension of certain provisions of the open meeting law that authorizes all members of a public body to continue 
participating in meetings remotely until April 1, 2022. Please be advised that this open meeting was broadcast live via Zoom. 
 
The Select Board serves as the chief executive body of the Town. The Board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals & policies, preparing the town report, the annual budget, 
& presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm in 
Town Hall.  Select Board meetings are posted on the Town calendar. The Town has a three-member Board elected for three-
year terms with one seat up for election each year. The Select Board has a representative on the Veterans Committee, Iron Rail 
Commission, Wenham Affordable Housing Trust.    
Select Board Members: Catherine Harrison (2022) Affordable Housing Trust; Gary Cheeseman (2023) Veterans Committee; 
Dianne Bucco (2024) 
 
• Call to Order - With a quorum present Ms. Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and identified the meeting was being recorded and 
those present: C. Harrison, Chair; G. Cheeseman, Vice Chair; D. Bucco, Clerk 
Also present: Ryan Ferrara, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Public Input - All participants wishing to speak during Public Comments must indicate so in the Zoom meeting chat. Public input is limited to a 
total of 10 minutes.  Each resident will be allowed 2 minutes which will allow for five total residents to speak.    
Ms. Harrison suggested the criteria for public input be reconsidered citing the Board is appreciative and open to public input. 
 
Patrick Waddell reported that the Turf Working group has started to meet and Gale Associates was hired to look at 
improvements at the high school athletic fields.  
Mr. Waddell  also spoke on the MGL that allows Towns to provide insurance benefits for any elected officials paid a stipend and 
opined this would be a big impact on the town budget at a cost of $27,000 per person.  Mr. Waddell said he plans to raise this 
concern at town meeting and encourage the town to take action to change this on a local level. 
 
Announcements – Additional information is on the town’s website. 
1. Request for Letters of Interest in Board & Committee Openings – updated list is on the town’s web site.  
2. Bagged Leaf (no sticks/brush) Pick Up is on November 20 & December 11. Paper bags only to be curb site by 7 am. 
3. Veterans Day Activities: November 11, 2021 - Cheeseman Memorial, Pingree Park at 10:15 am; War Memorial 11 am with 
refreshments to follow at the fire station. Wreaths Across America is December 18.  
4. Saturday Operating Budget Meeting Reminder: November 20, 2021 
5. Special Election on November 30 for vacancy for State Representative for the 4th Essex District 
6. Information about current cases and vaccine clinics can be found at www.wenhammma.gov/covid  
 
Reports 
• Town Administrator  – Ryan Ferrara  

o Mr. Ferrara announced the retired fire pumper apparatus was auctioned off for $13,600.  
o Wenham Police Department has 13 police officers participating in No Shave November as a fund raiser for Dana 

Farber in honor of Police Captain Jeff Toby who passed away from cancer. 
o The Town has received responses to Iron Rail cell phone tower RFP and references are being checked.  

• Chair – Ms. Harrison spoke with Bruce Tarr on the Town’s concerns with the proposed redistricting. The day they spoke 
the senate voted on the redistricting but Senator Tarr did not believe any comment or concerns would have affected the change 
as it was a focused plan to redistrict Essex county.  Ms. Harrison also lobbied for the town’s Recall petition sitting in senate since 
September 20.  Senator Tarr will also monitor Wenham’s Route 1A project.  
• Select Board Members                                                                                                                                                         
Ms. Bucco noted a resident questioned her about the reverse 911 call  system used to remind residents of the election, which  
was not considered an emergency. Ms. Bucco asked if there a policy for the use of this system.  This will be discussed further by 
the Select Board.  
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Trudy Reid, Town Clerk, was recognized and provided feedback that she received comments from residents who appreciated 
the reminder to vote and opined the call was effective and helped get voters out.  
 
Consent Agenda 
Minutes: Review & vote on October 5th Open Session; October 14th Open Session minutes  
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve the meeting minutes of October 5, 2021 & October 14, 2021.   
 
New Business 
• Presentation from Cemetery Commission, Chairperson, William Wilson, to update the Wenham Cemetery Rules and 

Regulations (and vote) on said recommended changes from the Cemetery Commission  
Ø Slide Deck: Cemetery Rules & Regulations Update, prepared by W. Wilson, Chair Cemetery Commission  

Ms. Harrison noted even though the agenda says vote on the changes, it is not the policy of the Select Board to vote on a policy 
at the first presentation. 
Bill Wilson was present and spoke on the proposed revised changes. He introduced the Cemetery Commissioners present:  
Harriet Davis, Olivia Shouvlin. He also recognized the work of the burial agent Keith Carter and secretary Shelia Bouvier.  
The slide presentation gave an overview of the three cemeteries in town under the jurisdiction of the Cemetery Commission:  
Main Street, Fairfield, and  Iron Rail Cemeteries.  
The Commission recently updated the 2016 Rules & Regulations. This included word smithing throughout the document and 
increasing the annual cost for perpetual flowers from $200 to $300 under Section 6. The most substantive change in the Rules & 
Regulations was to Section 4 - The Sale of Lots. This section details the process for selling lots in the Main Street Cemetery that 
become available; lots will be listed annually on the Town’s website and residents interested in the purchase of a lot may fill out 
an application. The Commission created a point system to prioritize applicants for the purchase of a lot. Fees for the Wenham 
Cemetery lots will be $1,300 for a burial plot and $650 for a cremation lot. This is an increase over the current cost of the lots 
available at the Iron Rail Cemetery that are $1,000 for a burial plot and $500 for a cremation  lot; these fees did not change.  It 
was noted the Commission sets the fees and the Select Board approves the changes.  
Ms. Bucco recognized Mr. Wilson and the Commission on their work to bring the data base  up to date and recognized the time 
that has gone into this project. 
Mr. Cheeseman concurred this was a thorough process to bring the Rules & Regulations up to date and develop the system for 
the rare lots that come up for sale in the Main Street Cemetery. 
Ms. Harrison also agreed codifying and making the changes were important.  Ms. Harrison asked for additional explanation of 
the point system used to prioritize the applicants for the Main Street Cemetery and for the equity of the pointes to be clarified 
for the next meeting.  
 
Old Business 
• Request from Habitat for Humanity for the Select Board to vote to approve the regulatory agreement for 40 Hull Street  

Ø Regulatory Agreement & Declaration Of Restrictive Covenants For Ownership Project  
Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator, was present and spoke on the Regulatory Agreement for 40 Hull Street.  This is an 
agreement between the Town of Wenham, Habitat for Humanity, and the Housing & Community Development Commission 
Ms. Hoffman explained that Habitat for Humanity built two affordable units at what was previously 40 Hull Street, now 
renumbered 36 & 38 Hull Street.  These units are occupied and will transfer ownership upon the approval of the Agreement.  
The Document has been reviewed by Town counsel and approved/signed by the other parties.   
Vote: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to support the request of Habitat for Humanity for the Select Board to approve and endorse the 
Regulatory Agreement for 36-38 Hull Street (formerly 40 Hull Street).  
 
• Select Board Meeting Calendar 

o November meetings: 
Tuesday November 16 & Saturday November 20 (Operating Budget) 

o December meetings: Wednesday December 1, December 7,  December 21 
 
• Adjourn: The Board voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 7:20 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley  
11.6.21 


